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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 9, 2019 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Madam Speaker, due to a 
meeting at the White House, I was unable to 
vote during the following roll calls on Decem-
ber 21, 2018. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 483; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 484; YEA on Roll Call No. 485; 
YEA on Roll Call No. 486; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 487; YEA on Roll Call No. 488; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 489; YEA on Roll Call No. 490; 
YEA on Roll Call No. 491; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 492; YEA on Roll Call No. 493; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 494; YEA on Roll Call No. 495; 
YEA on Roll Call No. 496; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 497; and YEA on Roll Call No. 498. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE SAC-
RAMENTO-SAN JOAQUIN DELTA 
NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA ACT 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 9, 2019 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, today I 
reintroduced the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta National Heritage Area Act. I want to 
thank my colleagues, Representatives JERRY 
MCNERNEY, MARK DESAULNIER, MIKE THOMP-
SON, and DORIS MATSUI from California, for 
their support as original cosponsors. 

The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta is cen-
tral to California life and perhaps the most pro-
ductive and ecologically important watershed 
in the United States. Designating the Delta as 
a new Natural Heritage Area would unlock 
needed federal funding to conserve the cul-
tural heritage and natural character of this 
iconic working landscape. 

Specifically, our bill would authorize $10 mil-
lion to provide federal matching grants to local 
governments, historical societies, and non-
profit organizations throughout the Delta. This 
grant funding, administered by the National 
Park Service, would be available for 15 years 
to support community-based cultural and his-
torical preservation and environmental con-
servation projects. 

California’s Delta Protection Commission 
would be responsible for coordinating the lo-
cally developed management plan for the Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin Delta National Heritage 
Area, once established. Importantly, National 
Heritage Area designations do not impact 
water rights, landownership, or hunting and 
fishing within the designated Heritage Area. 
As confirmed by the National Park Service, 
which administers the program, National Herit-
age Area designations do not affect individual 
property rights nor do they restrict local land 
use decisions. 

Last year, for the first time in 5 years, the 
Natural Resources Committee reported out bi-

partisan bills to establish new National Herit-
age Areas. Now under the new Democratic 
majority and the leadership of Chairman RAÚL 
M. GRIJALVA (D–AZ), I hope that the Com-
mittee will take up our Sacramento-San Joa-
quin Delta National Heritage Area Act. 

Again, I thank my original cosponsors from 
the California delegation for their support. 
Madam Speaker, I urge all Members to join us 
in cosponsoring the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta National Heritage Area Act. 

f 

CONGRATULATING COACH CHRIS 
METZGER OF PINECREST HIGH 
SCHOOL U.S. CELLULAR 2018 
MOST VALUABLE COACH 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 9, 2019 

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Chris Metzger, the 2018 U.S. 
Cellular Most Valuable Coach from Pinecrest 
High School in North Carolina’s Eighth Con-
gressional District. 

Chris has served as the head football coach 
for the last 11 years and has had a tremen-
dous impact on the football program and com-
munity. Pinecrest High School and the football 
program are pillars in the community that bor-
ders Fort Bragg. When he started, the pro-
gram was struggling to compete and most stu-
dents were not academically eligible to play. 
Today, the team has 84 wins and his players 
are successful on and off the field. 

Coach Metzger is a man of high character 
and sees the positive in people. He has in-
stilled a sense of pride in his players and 
pushed them to be men of perseverance, hard 
work, and determination. He has encouraged 
them to recognize their blessings and give 
back to the community. 

U.S. Cellular awarded Coach Metzger and 
Pinecrest High School with a $50,000 school 
grant and a Samsung technology package for 
the school. Coach Metzger was nominated by 
people in the community and chosen by a 
panel of judges including Green Bay Packers 
wide receiver Randall Cobb and WNBA All- 
Star Maya Moore. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
congratulating Coach Chris Metzger on receiv-
ing the 2018 U.S. Cellular Most Valuable 
Coach Award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE 
BEAR LAKE MEMORIAL HOS-
PITAL IN MONTPELIER, IDAHO 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 9, 2019 

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to call attention to an outstanding rural hos-

pital in Southeast Idaho. The hospital I am re-
ferring to is the Bear Lake Memorial Hospital. 
This hospital was honored with two prestigious 
awards in 2018 by the National Rural Health 
Association. They were awarded Top 20 hon-
ors as a Critical Access Hospital and for Best 
Practices in Quality among rural hospitals. 

Bear Lake Memorial Hospital is located in 
Montpelier, Idaho, in the Southeast corner of 
Idaho. Montpelier is the biggest town in Bear 
Lake County. It is a small town with a popu-
lation of less than 3,000, yet manages to pro-
vide some of the best rural healthcare in our 
nation. 

The National Rural Health Association com-
pared Bear Lake Memorial Hospital with over 
1300 other critical access hospitals. Bear Lake 
Memorial Hospital scored in the 99.6th per-
centile overall, making them one of the Top 20 
Critical Access Hospitals in the country. 

Bear Lake Memorial Hospital was also 
awarded Top 20 Best Practices in Quality 
among the 1300 rural hospitals surveyed. This 
award is based on a hospital’s exceptional 
performance across five categories of Hospital 
Compare Process of Care measures. Bear 
Lake Memorial Hospital is being recognized by 
National Rural Health Association for the out-
standing quality of service and care they de-
liver to their patients and community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DINA TITUS 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 9, 2019 

Ms. TITUS. Madam Speaker, I was absent 
January 8, 2019. If I were present, I would 
have voted on the following: 

Roll No. 13—H.R. 269—On motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill: Yea; 

Roll No. 14—H.R. 251—On motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill: Yea; and 

Roll No. 15—JOURNAL—On approving the 
journal: Yea. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SUPERVISOR MAR-
ION ASHLEY FOR HIS YEARS OF 
PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 9, 2019 

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Supervisor Marion Ashley on his re-
tirement after more than twenty-five years of 
serving in elected office. 

Since 2002, Supervisor Ashley has been a 
tireless advocate for Riverside County’s Fifth 
District, bringing his energy, leadership, and 
enthusiasm to the cause of serving his con-
stituents. As we have worked together over 
the years, I’ve known Supervisor Ashley to be 
a man of integrity and compassion, always 
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